Official Benchmark for History Instruction at the University of Iceland
First cycle

I

History: as a auxiliary subject
Definition

One year academic basic study in history at the Department of History and Archaeology at Faculty of Humanities, the University of Iceland. The programme is 60 ECTS credits, and forms a part of a BA Degree. The entrance requirement is matriculation examination (stúdentspróf). After completing the programme, the student should demonstrate the following knowledge, understanding and capacity:

Knowledge and understanding
1. The student has knowledge of the basic facts, theories and concepts in history.

2. The student knows what an academic explanation is.
3. The student has acquired a critical perspective and understands that the past influences the present.
4. The student has an overview of the most important factors in the development of human society, and more detailed knowledge of one or two time periods, both in general history and the history of Iceland.
5. The student has general understanding of the different perspectives on the past and the different methods of researching the past.
6. The student has a general knowledge of the major research methods in history and has been introduced to various types of sources. S/he knows the basic points of source criticism.
Practical and academic ability

1. The student can utilize, orally and in written text, the basic historical methods s/he has learned.

2. The student can collect information on simple historical problems and separate main points from minor points.

3. The student understands the main concepts and methods used in historical research.

4. The student understands the importance of historical knowledge for contemporary society.

Competence in communication

1. The student is independent and shows initiative in his/her study.

2. The student can explain a historical subject and give argument for his/her conclusion.

3. The student can utilize general Information technology.
General academic competence 
1. The student has acquired enough academic competence to continue his/her studies.
II
History: 120 ECTS Cr. Main Subject for a BA Degree 
Definition

Two year academic basic study in history at the Department of History and Archaeology at Faculty of Humanities, the University of Iceland. The programme is 120 ECTS credits, and forms the main subject of a BA Degree. The entrance requirement is matriculation examination (stúdentspróf). After completing the programme, the student should demonstrate the following knowledge, understanding and capacity:
Knowledge and understanding
1. The student has acquired a critical perspective of history and understands that the past influences the present.

2. The student has a clear overview of the main development of human societies and has a detailed knowledge of at least one time period, especially in the history of Iceland.
3. The student understands the different perspectives on the past and the different theories that can be used in historical research.
4. The student understands the diverse methods of historical research.
5. The student knows well the history of history writing, modern historiography, and the methods that are used in historical research, both qualitative and quantitative.
6. The student has a basic understanding of source criticism.
Practical and academic ability

1. The student has learned to work independently and mastered historical discourse, both in written and oral form. 

2. The student can work independently and systematically on a defined historical topic.

3. The student knows how to follow instruction and to respond to criticism.

4. The student knows how to set goals, to design a work-plan and to follow it.

5. The student knows how to use scholarly references and to design bibliographies.

6. The student knows how to use primary sources and to utilise them in his/her own research.

7. The student can manage his own research on a defined and interesting topic in a BA thesis, preferably using primary sources in critical manner.

8. The student can use statistics.

9. The student knows how to distinguish between research of good and bad quality.

10. The student can give arguments for the importance of knowing the past to understand contemporary society.

Competence in communication

1. The student is independent and shows initiative in his/her study.

2. The student can work in groups and direct the work of others.

3. The student can explain clearly a complex historical topic in a public forum and give arguments for his conclusions.
4. The student can use major computer software to search for information and sources.

General academic competence 

1. The student has acquired enough academic competence to continue his/her studies in history.

2. The student has acquired independence, open-mindedness, and originality which can be used in post-graduate studies or in work.

III
History: 180 ECTS credits towards BA degree

Definition

Three year academic basic study in history at the Department of History and Archaeology at Faculty of Humanities, the University of Iceland. The programme is 180 ECTS credits, and fulfils the requirements for a BA Degree. The entrance requirement is matriculation examination (stúdentspróf). After completing the programme, the student should demonstrate the following knowledge, understanding and capacity:
Knowledge and understanding
1. The student has acquired a critical perspective of history and understands that the past influences the present.
2. The student understands the diverse methods of historical research.
3. The student has a clear overview of the main development of human societies and has a detailed knowledge of at least one time period, especially in the history of Iceland.
4. The student understands the different perspectives on the past and the different theories that can be used in historical research.
5. The student knows well the history of history writing, modern historiography, and the methods that are used in historical research, both qualitative and quantitative.
Practical and academic ability

1. The student is competent to write short scholarly articles where s/he discusses academic subjects and problems. 

2. The student has learned to work independently and mastered historical discourse, both in written and oral form. 

3. The student can work independently and systematically on a defined historical topic.

4. The student knows how to define fairly complex subjects, set goals, and design a work-plan and completing it.

5. The student knows how to use scholarly references and to design bibliographies.

6. The student can manage his own research on a defined and interesting topic in a BA thesis, preferably using primary sources in critical manner.

7. The student can use statistics.

8. The student knows how to distinguish between research of good and bad quality.

9. The student can give arguments for the importance of knowing the past to understand contemporary society.

Competence in communication

1. The student is independent and shows initiative in his/her study.

2. The student can work in groups and direct the work of others.

3. The student can explain clearly a complex historical topic in a public forum and give arguments for his conclusions.

4. The student can use major computer software to search for information and sources.

General academic competence 

1. The student has acquired enough academic competence to continue his/her studies in history.
2. The student has acquired independence, open-mindedness, and originality which can be used in post-graduate studies or in work.

History: Second Cycle
Definition

Two year academic post-graduate study in history at the Department of History and Archaeology at Faculty of Humanities, the University of Iceland. The programme is 120 ECTS credits, and fulfils the requirements for an MA Degree. The entrance requirement is a BA degree. After completing the programme, the student should master all the competences which s/he acquired in the first cycle, and in addition he should demonstrate the following knowledge, understanding and capacity:
Knowledge and understanding

1. The student has detailed knowledge and clear understanding at least of one historical time period.

2. The student has clear overview of the different perspectives, methods, and ideas which govern research in the period or periods s/he specializes in.

3. The student can put his/her topic in a broad scientific context, evaluated independently academic debates in the academic field, and compared his/her conclusions to the conclusions of other scholars.

Competences
1. The student can utilize his/her knowledge and understanding to deal with research topics which have not been studied before.
2. The student can participate in scientific debates.

3. The student can explain his/her academic conclusions both for specialists and the general public.

4. The student knows of the most important ways of communicating historical research in modern society.

5. The student demonstrates in his/her master dissertation that s/he can complete, independently, an extensive research of good quality on a subject of importance for the development of the academic field.

6. The student is capable of writing scholarly articles in peer reviewed journals.

7. The student has developed independence in his/her research and is prepared to write monographs, alone or with others, dealing with historical subjecs.

8. The student can utilize computer software that is of help for his/her research.

